The fundamental theme of Plekhanov's reply to Ryazanov is stated near the end of this essay:
real question is how to achieve the triumph of a democratic republic.' Whereas Ryazanov anticipated movement beyond a bourgeois revolution, Plekhanov believed Russia was about to win a constitutional order that would fi nally eliminate remnants of serfdom and establish a law-governed régime of private property and civil liberties. In Plekhanov:
The Father of Russian Marxism, Samuel H. Baron summarised Plekhanov's thinking this way:
In keeping with his long-held strategy, Plekhanov was most preoccupied during the revolutionary crisis of 1904-6 with the question of the relations between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat. In his estimation, the developing upheaval could only be a bourgeois revolution, and, inevitably, the bourgeoisie would have a prominent part in it; but the proletariat was destined to strike the decisive blows. Provided each played its prescribed role, absolutism would be overthrown, the bourgeoisie would become the governing power in a democratic regime, and the proletariat would be in possession of the rights which would enable it to prepare for its economic emancipation later on. in the country as a whole, but the village commune remained a means of 'enslaving the peasant population to the state' and hindering 'their intellectual
